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Moulsecoomb Allotments & Horticultural Society 

MAHS News Summer 2021 

Your Plot this Summer by Dave Witts 

The growing season started late this year.  The cold and rain went on well into May and several 

of us lost seedlings in the greenhouse or young plants in the ground thanks to late frosts. Some 

seeds have failed to germinate or been very slow, and we’ve had to re-sow several of them. On 

the plus side, the rain should be perfect for spuds and swelling berries, currants and tree fruits. 

Seeds to Sow: if you’re quick there’s just about time to 

sow beetroot, calabrese, carrots, Chinese cabbage, 

courgettes, Florence fennel, swedes and turnips, chervil 

(though it tends to bolt in hot weather),  parsley, 

perpetual spinach, (leaf beet), spring onions, kale and 

Swiss chard. It’s a bit late for French & runner beans but 

still worth a try. You can sow spring and winter cabbage 

and do successional sowings of lettuces, and radishes. If 

you want to give bees and other pollinating insects a real treat, sow some Phacelia (left).  It is 

very good ‘green manure’ for your soil, as well as having attractive flowers. 

Plant out young plants from your nursery bed or seed trays when large enough:  e.g. onions 

grown from seed, leeks, lettuce, squash family, cabbage family, sweetcorn. Thick rows of 

beetroot and Swiss chard seedlings can be thinned and the thinnings transplanted to a second 

row. (all the books say you can’t do this, but we’ve done it successfully many times). 

Sow crops for winter use: in August lettuce, claytonia (Miner’s lettuce), real spinach & carrots 

can be sown for a winter/early spring crop. Lettuce & spinach will need some protection either 

in your unheated greenhouse, or under fleece. We picked lettuce for most of last winter from 

our unheated greenhouse. Some people plant potatoes for new potatoes on Christmas day! 

Feed and support: we have very poor, thin soil so crops will be better and bigger if you feed 

them during the growing season.  Use either blood, fish and bone, ‘Groworganic’ concentrated 

manure  or chicken manure pellets (all available from the site shop) sprinkle a small amount 

around each plant or row, avoid getting it on the leaves 

as it may burn them. Water & hoe it in. We try to 

remember to do this every month.  

Tomatoes, peppers, aubergines, cucumbers all need 

regular feeding with seaweed or tomato feed (high 

potash). Put a splosh of concentrate in a watering can 

once a week. It helps plants to flower and produce fruit.  

Provide support to tomato and sweet pepper plants and 

train up runner and climbing French beans.  Blackberries 
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and loganberries also need training in and you may need to support heavily laden branches of 

fruit trees and currant bushes. Remember too to thin out tree fruits – although in most cases 

the trees do this naturally and you’ll find lots of small fruits below the trees. 

Weeds and the garden hoe: for new plot-holders the speed 

that weeds grow back can be a nasty surprise after all the hard 

work you’ve put in clearing and planting your first crops. The 

garden hoe is your easiest solution to this. As soon as you notice 

small weeds, hoe them. Leave the loose weeds on the soil, 

they’ll shrivel and rot in- improving your soil by adding fibre and 

nutrients - unless they are dandelions, bindweed or couch grass 

(pictured right).  You can these soak in water to make ‘weed 

tea’, a rich organic fertiliser.  Leave until it turns thick and 

starts to stink before composting.  Or burn the roots. Hoeing 

also loosens the top soil around your crops, allowing water to 

penetrate down rather than sit on the top as it does with 

compacted soil. The job is made easier still by keeping your hoe 

sharp (buy a sharpening stone from Dockerills). It will slice 

through the roots ¼ inch below the soil, killing the weeds. Keep your hands steady or you’ll slice 

through your crop as well! 

Prune stone fruit trees: plums, cherries, peaches and apricots are pruned in late summer. 

Pruning fruit trees can seem very daunting at first – we well remember being perplexed about 

what to do and quite anxious.  But never fear - there’s a simple guide to pruning on our website 

written by Kirsty from the Racehill community orchard.  The 10 Commandments of Pruning 

Problems: well, there always are! 

Late blight/Potato blight:  we’re starting to get warm, humid weather, which can produce the 

perfect breeding ground for late blight (Phytophthora infestans).  This can infect potato and 

tomato plants as early as June.  It’s most damaging to outdoor crops, but it can affect 

greenhouse tomatoes too.  It’s the disease that led to the Irish potato famine of 1845-49 and it 

can destroy your entire crop of potatoes in as little as ten days.  But don’t panic!  We rarely 

seem to get it here, but just keep an eye on your spuds.   

Don’t worry if the leaves and stems simply die down – 

that’s perfectly normal and shows they’re ready to lift.  

Blight is quite different. Dark brown blotches appear 

around leaf tips and edges, eventually shrivelling and 

rotting the leaf. At the same time, white fungal spores 

develop on the undersides of the leaves and then the 

leaves and stems rapidly blacken and rot.   

If you’re unlucky enough to get blight, remove all the 

affected plants.  You may be able to save the tubers by cutting away the stems.  Leave the 

https://moulsecoomballotments.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/the-10-commandments-of-pruning-2017.pdf
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tubers untouched for 2-3 weeks so that spores don’t infect them when they’re lifted.  If they are 

okay, eat them as quickly as you can and inspect them regularly.  If the tubers are blighted, they 

will have developed a red-brown rot.  If tomatoes are infected, there is nothing you can do to 

save them.  

Important: make sure you destroy all the infected potato or tomato plants – burning is best.  Do 

not put them on your compost heap. 

To reduce the risk of potato blight, plant your seed potatoes well apart and make sure there’s a 

good airflow (not difficult on our windy allotment site!).  And rotate your crops to avoid the 

build up of spores in the soil. 

 Bolting onions & White rot: onions (especially onion 

sets) have a nasty tendency to ‘bolt’ – that is, send up 

a flower stem instead of developing a large onion 

bulb. They are hopeless for eating when they do this, 

having a hard thick inedible core down the centre. If 

you see this happening, pull up and eat what you can. 

White root rot is a fungus, causing plants to die and rot. Limit it spreading to all plants by pulling 

up as soon as a plant looks sickly. You can reduce the chances of both problems by growing 

onions from seed which you sow in late March.  

Badgers: Badgers love sweetcorn. They find it by smell and can trample your crop even before 

the corn is ripe. Erect a very stout, high, barricade if you want some for yourself!  

 

Slugs and Snails: there seems to be no effective answer apart from 

regularly stamping on them, slicing them in half and using organic 

slug pellets (the shop sells ones based on ferric phosphate). The 

RHS did a trial of alternative methods such as copper bands, egg 

shells etc, and found all to be useless. We don’t seem to have 

enough Toads, Hedgehogs or Thrushes which will eat them. Let us know if you find something 

that works! 

Harvesting crops:  After all the hard work, now come the 

rewards. You’ll need to visit your plot once a week, 

preferably twice, just to keep up with courgette, strawberry, 

and raspberry production.  Garlic, shallots and onions will be 

ready to harvest from July to September depending on when 

you planted them. Watch for signs they are dying back, the 

tops will start to fall over. When you see this, give them a 

hand in the ‘hardening off’ process by moving soil to expose 

the bulbs to sun and air- and don’t water them of course. 

The longer they can dry off in the sunshine- becoming golden brown, the better they’ll keep 

during the winter.  
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You can leave some of your broad (and other) bean and pea crops on the plant to ripen into 

seed for next year. Pick the pods when dry and brittle (Aug – Sep), and store beans in paper 

bags in a cool dry place (not your shed or the mice will eat them!).  You can also save the seed 

from your herbs once it’s ripe. 

Advice and information: talk to other gardeners – most of us are happy to share what we know 

about what crops work best on our soil, when and how to sow, etc.  There’s also lots of info on 

our website including a list of very useful books. Allotment Growing 

 

Shop news by Heidi Green 

The Allotment shop is being wonderfully run by the shop collective after the very sad resigning 

of the old shop manager Wally.  A number of plot holders have asked for products we don't 

stock and we have swiftly got these stocked into the shop. This includes fleece for keeping 

plants warm at just £4.50 for 10m x 1.5m.  We really encourage plot holders to take a new seed 

catalogue when they come out next month and orders can be made at no extra cost for next 

year’s seeds. There is a 40% discount off the seeds that are in the catalogue and any other items 

you see can be ordered and delivered to the shop. We also encourage plot holders to suggest 

what we need to order in the shop. We also have a number of plants for sale (cheaply) in the 

shop which can mend the broken hearts from slug eaten plants. 

We are aiming to go plastic free or only use plastic that can be recycled. 

The wonderful new Strulch product comes in bags that can be recycled in 

supermarkets such as Asda and Morrisons. We also the have lots of 

organic products such as Grow Organic which is a brilliant vegan fertiliser 

that does wonders for plants when sprinkled over the plot. There is also a 

range of organic seeds and both brands of compost we stock are organic. 

It was difficult to source compost and manure this year but we are now 

fully stocked on all 3 products we usually stock.  

Stable manure can be delivered in bulk to the site. This has a mix of hay 

and manure is good to put on beds that you will use next year giving it time to rot although it is 

a minimum of 2 years old. The cost is £1 per wheelbarrow and we need a few people to take 

each load. You can either pay in the shop or email Heidi on mailheidigreen@yahoo.co.uk  

Hopefully with restrictions lifting we will be able to have more events at the shop in the future 

such as the Autumn show.  

Please do come and see us in the shop on Saturdays and Sundays and bank holidays from 11am 

to 1pm.  

 
 

https://moulsecoomballotments.wordpress.com/allotment-growing/
mailto:mailheidigreen@yahoo.co.uk
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The wonders of Strulch! By Heidi Green 

This spring we were lucky enough to get a new product into the 

shop called Strulch. Strulch is a light and easy to use garden 

mulch made from wheat straw for organic gardening. A patented 

process developed by Dr Geoff Whiteley at The University of Leeds, 

is used to ‘preserve’ the straw so that it lasts for up to two years and 

gives an earthy brown colour. Strulch has a neutral pH and can be 

used throughout the garden on borders, raised beds, around 

cultivated fruit and on vegetable plots. We got this product at a very 

good price of just £9 for a 150ltr bag. Other retails charge upwards 

of £16 for the same size or £13.50 for a 100ltr bag.   

It is said to act as a weed suppressant and to deter slugs 

and snail as they don't like climbing over it. I thought 

what better way to try it than cover my award-winning 

(MAHS summer show 1st prize) strawberry bed. My bed 

is about 1.5m by 3m and there was plenty more for 

other beds from my one bag. My strawberries have been 

expanding for the last 3 years when I first started my bed 

but I never had so many strawberries uneaten without 

covering it. I'm not sure why the birds didn't eat them 

but every time I went I had a handful of perfect tasty strawberries. It certainly helped to keep 

the slugs etc off and I can't wait to make my first jar of strawberry jam. I can't recommend it 

enough so please do come and see us in the shop to get yours.  

 

Nature Site.  Any amateur entomologists out there? By Liz Yeats 

It’s all growing like the clappers, and coming into flower 

now on the Nature Site. It was all we could do at or June 

work session to cut the paths so people can walk round- 

and I expect it’s grown up again already with this rain! 

Plant growth and lots of flowers of course mean many 

different species of insects. Every year we collect a list of 

all the plant, insect, butterfly, bird and reptile species we 

can identify. We have already identified 158 different plant species (205 last year), but our skills 

at identifying the 1,000’s of different insects are hopelessly inadequate! If you have any 

knowledge at all of this massive species, do spend time on the Nature Site, and send us a list of 

the species you’ve managed to identify (a photo would be fabulous too). 

mahsnews16@gmail.com  Many thanks -from the Nature Site team. 

 

mailto:mahsnews16@gmail.com
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Barnie and tool sharpening by Maude Casey 

 

On Sat May 22nd, Barnie from South East Precision 

Sharpening visited the site with his van and sharpening 

tools.  

 

Despite the pretty relentless rain, the tool sharpening was 

brisk after a slow start. Lots of plot holders came and that 

Barnie put on their tools. 

 

AGM: a further delay 

The extension of the Covid lockdown means that we still can’t set a date for the AGM.  We’ll let 

you know as soon as we can. 

 

Keeping the Newsletter distribution list up to date, could you help? by Liz Yeats 

There are around 200 plots on the Moulsecoomb site, and people 

come, go, and change plots all the time. The Council will not share 

the contact details we all gave them when we first got our plots, 

so the only way we have is constantly schlepping round the site, 

hoping to meet new people, and collecting their e mail addresses. 

While it is very enjoyable chatting to new plot holders, who are 

full of excitement and enthusiasm, it does take a lot of time, and 

my allotment needs weeding ! 

What you can do to help: 

 If you have changed your plot for another, please e mail me:  mahsnews16@gmail.com . 

 If a plot near you changes hands, you could collect the names, email and plot number of 

the new people and send to me. 

I also have some big holes in my list.  

 Plot numbers in the 70’s, (I don’t even know where these are!)  

 Plot numbers 108 to 128 (along from the shop.  

 Also plots at the top of the hill, on the right of the main track coming in; I think these are 

number in 150’s and 160’s. 

 If you have a plot near any of these, you’d be doing me a huge favour by collecting some 

contact details and passing them to me. 

Not everyone wants to be on the mailing list, or has email of course, and that’s fine, but it 

makes it more difficult to let people know about site events such as the AGM. We will never 

mailto:%20mahsnews16@gmail.com
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share this mailing list with another organisation, so people will only receive Site Newsletter (x4 

pa) plus accessional extra emails about specific Site events or issues. 

Send any email addresses, to me at:   mahsnews16@gmail.com .  

Thank you so much.      Liz Yeats, Plot 34 

 

Keeping the Main Gate locked  

Many thanks to several plot holders who’ve contacted us recently 

concerned that they have found the main site gate left open on several 

occasions. This does worry plot holders, as it leaves our plots totally 

unprotected from theft or vandalism. 

We’ve had very little in the way of shed break-ins or theft recently, so 

let’s keep it that way. Please always lock the gate on your way in or out. 

 

  

This newsletter was compiled by Liz Yeats & Dave Witts 

on 22nd June 2021 

  

You can subscribe or unsubscribe at any time by contacting us at mahsnews16@gmail.com 

  

If you like this newsletter, why not tell other plot-holders about it. 

The newsletter can be downloaded from our website 

https://moulsecoomballotments.wordpress.com/ 

 

mailto:%20mahsnews16@gmail.com
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